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the  'basilica  pads,' where  the  Catholic   bishop, Valerius, was  the   sole   ministering   priest;  and these  must   have  belonged   mainly, as we  may infer from  Augustine's sermons, to the  uneducated   class.      Fishermen,    labourers   from    the quays and from the outlying estates, and slaves, must have made up the bulk of the congregation. Indeed, when Augustine had protested, with tears, against his ordination, many thought, says Possi-dius, that he felt the littleness and poverty of the position they offered him.    We may be sure there was no such thought in Augustine's mind.    One human feeling we do seem to detect in his reluctance ; he admits somewhere that the prospect of the violence of the Donatists counted for something  in  his   distress.    That was   a  pardonable feeling, as will  be apparent  later  on.     But his resistance would undoubtedly have been greater if the See of Carthage had been offered to him. And when he did eventually submit to ordination, it was with the one thought that he was entering upon a sacred duty.
Bishop Valerius was a Greek, and an old man. His knowledge of Latin had always been defective, and it was with some relief that he handed over his chief functions to Augustine. Brother bishops